XXX Nuclear Laboratory

Radioactive Spill Procedure

Minor Spills

a. NOTIFY persons in the area that a spill has occurred.

b. PREVENT the spread of contamination by isolating the area and covering the spill, if appropriate. Place
absorbent material (blue pads or paper towels) over the spill.

c. If clothing is contaminated, remove that article of clothing and place in a plastic bag. If an individual is
contaminated, rinse contaminated area with lukewarm water an with a mild soap, using gloves.

Notify the radiation safety officer or appropriate individual o al circumstances immediately.

e. Wearing gloves, a disposable lab coat and booties (found 1 ctive Spill Kit located in the Hot Lab),
place absorbent paper and all other contaminated disposable in appropriately labeled radioactive
waste containers.
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General Rules for Decontamination

1.

2.

Area or Equipment Decontamination

1.
2.

Always wear gloves during decontamination procedures. Monitor the gloves frequently for radioactive contamination
using a GM survey instrument. Change glove when necessary to prevent the spread of the contamination.

Always work to minimize the spread of contamination. Clean only contaminated areas, working from “cold” to “hot”
areas. When working on slanted surfaces or places where liquids may spread, apply decontamination solutions to a
paper towel, rather than the contaminated surface.

Appropriate decontamination solutions include commercial “decon” preparations, laboratory soaps and detergents or
alcohol pads, depending on the nature of the contamination and surfaces to be decontaminated.

Place all waste into a radioactive waste bag. Dispose of all waste as radioagtive waste according to the appropriate
waste procedure.
If contamination is not removable, contact the RSO and Health Physj
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Wash the area gen 1th a mild soap, do not abrade the skin. (Many radionuclides are easily absorbed
through broken skin or open wounds.)

c. The RSO and Health Physicist will evaluate contamination levels and recommend the appropriate corrective

actions.
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